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CULARLY PACXE SEVENTEENTH IN WHICH MR. HAR-
COURT TELEGRAPHED ANY SOLUTION WHICH           PREJU-

DICED OR WEAKENED PRESENT POSITION OF INDIANS
GAPE COLONY AND NATAL WOULD NOT BE ACCEP-
TABLE TO HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT. MR. FISCHER

HAS         TELEGRAPHED         TO         ME         TAKING         UP          IMPOSSIBLE

POSITION OF SAYING SOUTH AFRICA-BORN INDIANS ARE
TO BE DEPRIVED OF RIGHT EXISTING UNDER PRESENT
CAPE ACT OF ENTERING CAPE WITHOUT TEST, AS
TO MARRIAGES THERE IS AMPLE REGISTRATION BY
PRIESTS LIKE KAJEES AND CERTIFICATES FROM HEAD-
MEN OF DIFFERENT CASTES COULD ALWAYS BE PRO-
DUCED. MAGISTRATES INDIA ARE NOT AUTHORIZED OR
OBLIGED GRANT CERTIFICATES SUCH AS YOU MEN-
TION. IN RECENT CASE BOMBAY MAGISTRATE DE-
GLARED INABILITY GRANT SUCH CERTIFICATE FOR
ABOVE REASONS. AMENDMENT SHOULD REQUIRE EVIDENCE
SUCH AS IS OBTAINABLE AND RECOGNIZED IN PLACE
OF CELEBRATION MARRIAGE SUCH IS CLAUSE MARRIAGE
LAW TRANSVAAL 1871 REFERRED BY ME PREVIOUS
TELEGRAM1.

GANDHI

From a photostat of the handwritten draft: S. N. 5806

68.   TELEGRAM TO MINISTER OF INTERIOR

[PHCENIX,]
May 30, 1913
INTERIOR
CAPE TOWN

WHILST I BEG TO THANK MINISTER FOR EX-
HAUSTIVE REPLY2, FEEL BOUND RESPECTFULLY TO
POINT OUT THAT AMENDMENTS SO * FAR CARRIED DO
NOT SETTLE OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS. AM CONVINCED
THAT THE MARRIAGE AMENDMENT REQUIRING AS IT
DOES THE IMPOSSIBLE CONDITION OF REGISTRATION IS
TOTALLY USELESS. IF THEREFORE GOVERNMENT CANNOT

1  Vide "Telegram to Schreiner and Campbell", p. 86.

2  Vide Appendix V (1).